
 

 
French for beginners – Level A1 (CEFR) – Muriel Prinz 
 
Description  
This course aims to develop basic language skills in the objective for full beginners to reach an A1 level (A1.1 in 
winter term and A1.2 in summer term). Students are involved in speech acts in interaction, listening authentic & 
training writing and reading communicative activities in individual and group work. Phonetics lessons will help 
students improve their pronunciation, as well as their understanding. Integrated and explicit grammar will support 
communicative skills. 
 
Details 
The beginner’s French course enables the candidate to interact in a simple way, answer simple questions using 
individual words, expressions or short sentences. The candidate can express common feelings, tell the size and name 
the color of familiar objects, can also ask others about these qualities. The candidate can participate in short 
telephonic conversations, ask straightforward questions in familiar situations (e.g. asking the location of a place and 
price of an item, asking for time etc.) and understand the responses, can exchange information about everyday matters 
using simple vocabulary (e.g. weekend activities, hobbies and other interests, shopping etc.). The candidate can ask 
for assistance with vocabulary and clarification of tasks, recognize isolated vocabulary from specific subject areas. 
The candidate can understand words and expressions on signs when everyday language is used (e.g. ‘Open/Closed’, 
‘Exit’etc.). He/She is equally able to adequately understand straight forward forms in order to insert personal 
information, recognize important information on basic promotional material (price, date, and time on posters) and to 
recognize, speak and write short messages and greetings. The candidate will be able to write very simple informal 
messages, short messages like post cards and birthday greetings and write simple descriptions of everyday objects. 
The candidate is able to indicate personal strengths and weaknesses, describe basic aspects of their day-to-day life 
and to talk about briefly about familiar topics. 
 
Learning outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will be expected to: 
Be able to recognize and identify basic parts of a speech. 
Understand and use familiar everyday expressions and basic phrases in French aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a 
concrete type. 
Introduce people (oneself and others); ask and answer questions about personal details such as where one lives, 
people one knows and things one has. 
Interact in a simple way if the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 
Be able to interact with people in the close environment in the University and the City. 
 
Personal work required outside of class 
 

In order to strengthen language skills, vocabulary and grammar rules, after each class, students will be expected to 
review the texts; audiovisual material used during the course and learn the grammar rules and some additional 
vocabulary. Homework will include written expression, exercises or researches. Personal work expected: at least 1 
hour /week 
 
Bibliography 
Reference book (to provide) 
Bonjour et bienvenue ! Introduction à la langue française, Didier, 2019 (book + CD).  
Indicative Price: 11,50€ 
Reference manual (optional) 
Français pour étrangers, 150 activités ludiques, Nathan, 2019 
 
Evaluation 
 

The evaluation consists in various tasks: 
A continuous assessment dealing with questions/role playing in class (oral participation) will count for 20 % of final 
course mark. 
3 assignments will stand for 30 % of final course mark (oral presentation; writing paper about a person and an object; 
understanding an advertisement). 
A final test (listening, writing and reading) will take place at the end of the semester. It      counts for 50 per cent of the 
final mark. 


